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When
fossil
bones were
found in 1856
in a cave, a most
violent rejection of
the notion that humans
had evolved from more
primitive men ensued and a
serious controversy abounded.

Disputes continued until recent discoveries convinced researchers of fossil
man’s existence. Neandertals lived in Europe
from approximately 105,000 to 30,000 years
ago. They are not our direct ancestors, although
aspects of their behavior resemble modern humans.

This exhibit explores our knowledge of Neandertals. The
subject areas range from their discovery, immediate ancestors, anatomy, daily habits and technology, to their replacement
by modern man and current scientiﬁc study and research results.

Exhibit Plan and Chapter Descriptions
1. Prehistoric Man Uncovered
2. Ancestors and Forms
3. Population Distribution
4. Technology for Survival
5. Social Behavior
6. Scientiﬁc Investigation

: Early Discovery, Recognition, Origin Theories
: Pre-Neandertals, Tautavel, Steinheimensis, Physical Characteristics
: Germany, Gibraltar, France, Italy, Croatia, Israel, Uzbekistan
: Stone Implements, Clothing and Shelter
: Hunting, ‘Bear Cult’, Medicine, Fire and Burial
: Researchers and Museums, Research Results
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1.

Early Discovery
The earliest discovery of Neandertal
remains was in 1830 in Engis, Belgium, but not recognized until 1936.

Engis, Belgium
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Jacques Boucher
de Perthes discovered ice age stone
tools in 1847 near
Abbeville, France.
Discovery of these
tools provided even
more evidence for
the existence of a
prehistoric man.
Abbeville to Paris, France, 8 October 1847

In 1848, Forbes Quarry, Gibraltar, produced a Neandertal skull which remained
unrecognized until 1907, long after description of the German specimen in 1857.
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1.

Recognition

The ﬁrst recognized remains of
Neandertal were found in 1856 by a
German road crew in the ‘Neander
Valley’. A local school teacher, Johan
C. Fuhlrott recognized the bones as
being unusual and of special interest.
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The ‘Neander Valley’ (Neandertal
in German) is surrounded by the
four cities of Mettmann in the north,
Erkrath in the east, Gruiten in the
west and Vohwinkel in the south.
Thin value four digit zip code, ﬁrst class letter rate

Dar-es-Salaam, German East Africa, 9 Nov., 1905 to Vohwinkel, Germany, received 7 Dec., 1905

1.

Origin Theories
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Bone origins were often attributed to mythological ‘Wild Men’
or ‘Giants’ of European folklore.

Georges Cuvier
found them to
be a salamander.

Fossil remains found in 1725 were also a serious concern for the church clergy and were often described
as ‘Diluvian Man’, a victim of the ‘Great Flood’.
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Charles Darwin’s “On the Origin
of Species” suggests evolution.

2.

Evolutionary Ancestors
Modern evidence suggests man came to Europe and Asia from Africa.

Homo antecessor and Tautavel
are ancestors of Neandertal.

Homo steinheimensis has features familiar in Tautavel. He
represents the most direct transitional form to the Neandertal.
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2.

Physical Characteristics
Neandertals were typically ﬁve feet - six inches tall, stout,
with a heavyset bone structure and an enhanced musculature.
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The skull exhibits a prominent browridge and a ﬂattened cranium with a braincase larger than that of modern humans.
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Hair is assumed to act
as additional insulation.

3.

Germany
Bones were dismissed
as those of a diseased
idiot by R. Virchow.

German specimens are
among the best preserved
remains of Neandertals.

Gibraltar
Neandertal populations of mainland Europe and the surrounding islands are nearly identical, suggesting interactive habits which contributed to a widespread and mobile society.
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3.

France
France boasts the largest number of Neandertal
fossil remains sites uncovered to date in Europe.
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Discovered in 1910, the “Old Man of La Chapelle-aux-Saints” fossil remains were initially
incorrectly described. This led to a belief that the Neandertals walked in a stooped manner.
New evidence indicates he was a toothless 40 year old and suffered from arthritis of the spine.

Italy

The Italian examples exhibit
some physical characteristics
similar to the more northern
examples of western Europe
and prove the species existed
in different climates and many
geographic locations.

3.

Croatia

Caves of Krapina hold the largest single deposit of Neandertal
remains with more than 70 individuals of all ages, children to adults.
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Other Areas

Neandertal remains are
also found outside highly
populated western European areas and range
from Israel in the south to
Uzbekistan, far to the east.
Amud I (1962)

4.

Stone Tools and Implements

Locally obtainable natural materials,
mainly plant ﬁber and ﬂint, were used to
construct implements for tasks such as
hunting, mining and even tool-making.

Flint hand ax
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Flint was used as a cutting tool as it can be
developed into an extremely sharp edge.

National Postage Meter Co. No. 6131, Domestic single weight airmail rate 6¢

Airmail Issue with Printing Date
‘Flint’ precancel paying postage for business reply card bundle

4.

Clothing
Clothing was a very
important factor in the
ability of Neandertals
to exploit hostile environments and weather
conditions during the
European Ice Age.

Animal hide was sewn together using
sinew with fur inside for insulation.

Shelters
Natural caves were ready-made shelters for prehistoric man. Neandertal artifacts are plentiful and span thousands of years, which implies a continued residence by family groups.
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Stake holes have been found

5.

Hunting

Hunting was a very dangerous task as wild
animals often maimed or killed hunters.
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5.

The Bear Cult
Domestic post card rates
East and West Germany

Cave bear skulls,
arranged in rows,
were believed to be
a religious cult phenomenon until it was
recently shown they
were likely moved
by modern workers.
Registration receipt with commemorative cancel

Cave bears were often over eight feet tall.

Medicine
Evidence of medical practices are
found at some
Neandertal sites.
Holes in the skull
appear to be a
result of surgery.
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5.

Fire
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Fire was a communal interaction for Neandertal society. To
keep this valuable tool available
for light, heat, cooking or to
keep wild animals at bay, it had
to be tended by group members.

Burial

Remains were arranged
on ﬂower beds with the
limbs folded carefully.
Burial procession, specimen

6.

Modern Study
Ales Hrdlicka studied the physical characteristics of Neandertals and Abbé
Breuil was present during one of the ‘Chapelle-aux-Saints’ fossil discoveries.
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1897 Archaeological Congress (Secretary General), Malines, Belgium to Lisbon, Portugal

Fossil remains are discussed at international congresses and displayed at museums for study by researchers.
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6.

Research Results
Modern research has determined Neandertals are not our
ancestors through DNA testing. They remain a distinct
species, which disappeared
about 30,000 years ago.
Neandertals also did not merge
with the Homo sapiens lineage, as those tests proved.
Modern man remains the sole
survivor of all man-like species and continues to evolve
using his brain and ability to
develop technology.

Cro-Magnon, the survivor
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